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On Dec. 10, the Reagan administration's choice for Ambassador to Nicaragua, Richard H. Melton,
told the Senate Foreign Relations Western Hemisphere Subcommittee that the regional peace
accord placed a "premium on having a strong United States embassy in Managua." Melton, 52, is
currently director of the State Department's Office of Central American and Panamanian Affairs.
Prior to his present position, Melton served as deputy chief of mission at the US Embassy in
Montevideo, and in diplomatic positions in both Europe and Latin America. The appointee told the
subcommittee that the "Sandinistas have been in power for eight years," and in that period US-
Nicaraguan relations "have steadily deteriorated." He continued by pointing out that Nicaraguans'
hope for democracy resulting from the signing of the Aug. 7 peace accord deserved US support,
demonstrated by Embassy activities and statements. Final action by the full Senate on Melton's
nomination will occur after the Committee makes its recommendation. A US Ambassador to
Nicaragua has not been on site since July this year.
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